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CONDUCTING FAMILY PART
DISCOVERY

2005 Family Law Summer Institute

by Curtis J. Romanowski, Esq.

PERTINENT RULES OF COURT CONCERNING DISCOVERY

R. 5:5-2 Case Information Statements

(a) Applicability. The case information statement required by
this rule shall be filed and served in all contested family
actions, except summary actions, in which there is any issue as to
custody, support, alimony or equitable distribution. In all other
family actions, a case information statement may be required by

order on motion of the court or a party.

(b) Time and Filing. Except as otherwise provided in R. 5:7-2,
a case information statement or certification that no such
statement is required under subparagraph (a) shall be filed by each
party with the clerk in the county of venue within 20 days after
the filing of an answer or appearance. The case information
statement shall be filed in the form set forth in Appendix V of

these rules. The court on either its own or a party's motion may,
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on notice to all parties, dismiss a party's pleadings for failure
to have filed a Case Information Statement. If dismissed, said
pleadings shall be subject to reinstatement upon such conditions as

the court may deem just.

(c) Amendments. Parties are under a continuing duty to inform
the court of any changes in the information supplied on the case
information statement. All amendments to the statement shall be
filed with the court no later than 20 days before the final
hearing. The court may prohibit a party from introducing into
evidence any information not disclosed or it may enter such other

order as it deems appropriate...
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